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Quantum Experts Convene in Geneva to Select 
Finalists for the XPRIZE Quantum Applications 
 

Geneva, Switzerland, 13/11/2025  

Round 15 world’s leading researchers in quantum computing gathered this week in Geneva at the invitation of 
the Geneva Science and Diplomacy Anticipator (GESDA) and the XPRIZE Foundation to decide which teams will 
advance to the finals of the XPRIZE Quantum Applications, a major international initiative aimed at accelerating 
the practical use of quantum technologies for global benefit. 

Over two days of deliberations hosted at GESDA’s headquarters at Campus Biotech, the expert jury assessed 20 
semi-finalist projects proposing quantum solutions to real-world challenges in health, energy, climate, and 
materials science. The selected finalists will be announced on 9 December in Santa Clara, California, marking a 
new milestone in the competition’s three-year journey. 

The XPRIZE Judging Summit also included visits to the United Nations headquarters and CERN, underlining 
Geneva’s unique role as a bridge between frontier science, diplomacy, and international cooperation. 

“We’re witnessing the early stages of a technology that has the potential to reshape entire industries,” said Ryan 
Babbush, Chair of the XPRIZE Quantum Applications jury and Director of Quantum Algorithms at Google 
Quantum AI. “Some of the ideas we’ve reviewed this week are still at the seed stage, but they have the potential 
to grow into applications that will genuinely change people’s lives, from the design of new medicines to the 
creation of better batteries and advanced materials.” 

Launched in 2024 in Geneva, the XPRIZE Quantum Applications competition, with a total prize fund of $5 million, 
supported by Google Quantum AI, GESDA, and the XPRIZE, aims to spur the advance of quantum algorithms 
capable of delivering tangible societal benefits. 

By hosting this crucial phase of the competition, GESDA reaffirms its mission as a catalyst for dialogue between 
cutting-edge science and global governance. “Bringing the world’s leading quantum researchers to Geneva 
perfectly illustrates GESDA’s purpose, to anticipate scientific breakthroughs and translate them into solutions 
for the common good,” said Peter Brabeck-Letmathe, President of GESDA. 

The partnership between GESDA and XPRIZE is emerging as a powerful driver of progress in quantum 
technology. Catherine Lefebvre, Senior Advisor for the Open Quantum Institute at GESDA highlighted the 
impact of this collaboration: “From the beginning of GESDA’s Quantum for All initiative, XPRIZE has been a key 
partner, sparking the creation of two ambitious and complementary initiatives. Kathrin Spendier, Technical 
Prize Director for the Quantum Applications, noted, “Semifinalist teams are undergoing deeper technical 
evaluation, where they must demonstrate credible progress toward measurable quantum advantage.” Together, 
the two organizations are setting new standards for collaboration, accelerating the path toward real-world 
quantum breakthroughs. 

 

https://www.xprize.org/competitions/qc-apps
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* * * * * * 

About GESDA 
The Geneva Science and Diplomacy Anticipator (GESDA) is an independent Swiss foundation that connects 
scientific anticipation with global diplomacy. Its mission is to anticipate emerging scientific breakthroughs and 
help translate them into inclusive, ethical, and cooperative solutions to global challenges. 

 
Media Contact 
For more information or interviews with GESDA leadership and scientists, please contact  
 
Jean-Marc Crevoisier, Director Communication and Media, +41 79 763 84 10 and jean-
marc.crevoisier@gesda.global. 
 
Please also visit the websites for the Radar at https://radar.gesda.global/ and for GESDA at 
https://gesda.global.  
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