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GESDA's first collaboration with Chinese scientific
institutions on the occasion of the 75th anniversary
of the People's Republic of China

Key Science Anticipation Events in Shenzhen, Beijing, and Hong Kong

Geneva, 26 November 2025

The Geneva Science and Diplomacy Anticipator Foundation (GESDA) is pleased to announce its first official
collaborations with Chinese scientific institutions, which will take place through a series of events in late 2025.
These activities coincide with the celebrations marking the 75th anniversary of diplomatic relations between

Switzerland and the People’s Republic of China, established on 17 January 1950.

Deepening Scientific Dialogue in Shenzhen Hong Kong and Beijing

GESDA begins its engagement with a High-Level Science Anticipation Meeting from 26 to 28 November in
Shenzhen, in partnership with the Shenzhen Institutes of Advanced Technology (SIAT) of the Chinese Academy
of Sciences and The University of Hong Kong (HKU). The workshop focuses on the “Post-Synthetic Biology Era”,
exploring how artificial intelligence, synthetic biology, and chemistry converge to accelerate scientific discovery

and to engineer regenerative solution for human and planetary health.

Prominent researchers from Swiss institutions including EPFL and ETH Zurich, alongside Chinese counterparts,
will examine breakthroughs such as Al-designed enzymes for environmental recycling and emerging sustainable
biological materials. The event includes participation from SIAT President Chenli Liu and culminatesin a

luncheon hosted by HKU President Xiang Zhang, with Swiss diplomatic representatives in attendance.

After Shenzhen, GESDA, whose delegation is led by Michael Hengartner - Chair of the ETH Board, will travel to
Beijing for a suite of strategic meetings with Tsinghua University and the Berggruen Institute China. These
discussions will center on ethical, philosophical, and planetary dimensions of science and technology
governance, extending prior dialogues with the Europe Berggruen Center. This engagement highlights the

significance of incorporating Chinese thought into global anticipation and diplomacy frameworks.

Engaging the Hong Kong Public with the Geneva Public Portal to Anticipation

Following these scientific engagements, GESDA and the Consulate General of Switzerland in Hong Kong will
launch the Geneva Public Portal to Anticipation exhibition in Hong Kong from 16 December 2025 to 21 January
2026. This immersive, interactive installation, first showcased at the Swiss Pavilion during the 2025 World Expo

in Osaka, invites the public to envision and shape possible futures powered by scientific advances.
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Using insights from GESDA’s Science Breakthrough Radar®, the Portal guides visitors through emerging trends in
quantum technologies, neurotechnology, and more, fostering public trust, curiosity, and proactive engagement
with science. Nearly one million visitors experienced the Portal in Osaka, contributing hundreds of thousands of
future visions and revealing a strong interest in human-centered innovations and sustainable technologies. The
Hong Kong edition offers a unique opportunity to engage a broad audience in dialogues on science and society,

continuing GESDA’s mission to build bridges between scientific innovation, diplomacy, and the public.

Celebrating a Historic Partnership

Together, these events represent a milestone in GESDA’s expanding global outreach and reflect the historic and
ongoing partnership between Switzerland and China. As one of the earliest Western nations to recognize the
People’s Republic of China, Switzerland honors this relationship through shared commitment to scientific

cooperation and anticipatory governance in a rapidly evolving technological landscape.
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About GESDA

The Geneva Science and Diplomacy Anticipator (GESDA) is an independent Swiss foundation that connects
scientific anticipation with global diplomacy. Its mission is to anticipate emerging scientific breakthroughs and
help translate them into inclusive, ethical, and cooperative solutions to global challenges.

Media Contact
For more information or interviews with GESDA leadership and scientists, please contact

Jean-Marc Crevoisier, Director Communication and Media, +41 79 763 84 10 and jean-
marc.crevoisier@gesda.global.

Please also visit the websites for the Radar at https://radar.gesda.global/ and for GESDA at
https://gesda.global.
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