
 

Two renowned members of the international research 
community, a geneticist and an environmental physicist, join the 
GESDA Foundation, which presents its Geneva Public Portal to 
Anticipation from Sunday 13 April in the Swiss Pavilion at the 
Osaka World Expo 
 

Geneva, 11 April 2025 

Today, the GESDA Board of Directors held its spring meeting. On the agenda were two important appointments as well 

as a substantive exchange on the future of multilateralism in Geneva with Swiss State Secretary for Foreign Affairs, 

Alexandre Fasel, and the Chair of the GESDA Diplomacy Forum, former Italian Prime Minister Enrico Letta. The session 

ended with a viewing of the installation of the Geneva Public Portal to Anticipation, which will be on display from 13 

April to 13 October in the Swiss Pavilion at the World Expo in Osaka. This fun, interactive experience makes the GESDA 

Science Breakthrough Radar accessible to the public and thus illustrates the role of International Geneva in terms of 

science diplomacy and anticipation. It will turn to Geneva in 2026. 

 

The Foundation Board welcomes Magdalena Skipper, Editor-in-Chief of Nature 

According to its statutes, the GESDA Foundation Board has between 9 and 15 members. Since its creation in 2019, it has 

brought together complementary personalities who are ready to make a concrete commitment to the Foundation and 

who bring a diversity of perspectives, both in terms of their geographical origin and their interdisciplinary professional 

experience in science, politics, diplomacy, the private sector or civil society. 

At its meeting today, the Council first confirmed the appointment of a renowned figure at the interface of cutting-edge 

science and the world of publishing, British geneticist Magdalena Skipper. Since 2018, Dr Skipper has been editor-in-

chief of Nature magazine, the world's leading scientific journal, which was founded in London in 1869. 

A geneticist by training, with degrees from the universities of Nottingham and Cambridge, she sits n the advisory board 

of the Centre for Personalised Medicine at the University of Oxford. She is a member of the US National Academy of 

Science Strategic Council for Excellence, Integrity and Trust in Research and the Scientific Advisory Board for the 

Blavatnik Awards for Young Scientists.  

She is a Fellow of the International Science Council and has been a regular participant in GESDA Foundation working 

groups since 2023. She thus contributed to the kick-off meeting of the Global Curriculum for Anticipatory Leadership 

launched by GESDA in June 2024 with the support of the Wellcome Trust. 

 

The Foundation Board appoints Marilyne Andersen as Director General of GESDA 

The Board then appointed Professor Marilyne Andersen as Director General of the GESDA Foundation. 

Like Magdalena Skipper, Professor Marilyne Andersen acts as a link between cutting-edge science, culture and society.  

Use the Future to Build the Present 
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Born in Zurich, a physicist by training, she is a leading expert in the field of daylight in relation to neuroscience and 

psychophysics.  

For more than 25 years, she has been conducting pioneering work at the interface between science, engineering and 

architecture as a professor of sustainable construction technologies at the Swiss Federal Institute of Technology in 

Lausanne (EPFL), where she was notably the Dean of the School of Architecture, Civil and Environmental Engineering 

between 2013 and 2018.  

Before joining EPFL, she was a professor at the prestigious Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) and later a 

visiting professor at the Singapore University of Technology and Design. She has spent two research periods at the 

Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory in California. She was a member of the Board of the Holcim Foundation for 

Sustainable Construction from 2015 to 2024 and an expert on the Swiss Innovation Agency “InnoSuisse” from 2018 to 

2024. She currently sits on the boards of the ArtTech and Culture du Bâti foundations, and puts her research into practice 

through OCULIGHT dynamics, a start-up she co-founded that offers specialised consulting services on daylight and its 

psychophysiological effects on building occupants. 

In her capacity as Director General of the GESDA Foundation, from 15 April 2025, Professor Andersen will be responsible 

for ensuring the success of the Foundation's growth phase between now and 2032 and for transforming it from a 

pioneering start-up into a scale-up and global brand, by contributing to the institutional and financial sustainability of 

GESDA in collaboration with the Foundation Board of Directors, ensuring the implementation of its strategic priorities 

and promoting the GESDA brand and its results worldwide, in Geneva and in Switzerland. 

Her appointment also strengthens the partnerships that GESDA has been forging since 2019 with Swiss universities and 

federal Institutes of technology, e.g. with EPFL, whose President, Professor Anna Fontcuberta i Morral, actively 

contributed to the creation of the Open Quantum Institute, the first concrete initiative to emerge from GESDA, which 

is now hosted by CERN at Geneva with the financial support of UBS. Professor Andersen will continue to work part-time 

at EPFL in order to maintain close links with academic circles and allow GESDA to benefit from this. 

She will travel to Japan on 22 April to attend, together with the Swiss authorities, the Swiss Day of the World Expo in 

Osaka, where she will meet the President of the GESDA Citizens' Forum, Ms Henrietta Fore, as well as the Professor 

mandated by GESDA to create the Geneva Public Portal to Anticipation, Professor Sarah Kenderdine, with whom she 

co-commissioned an art exhibition on scientific subjects at the EPFL Pavilions, the Gewerbemuseum in Winterthur and 

the MIT Museum in Cambridge, USA. Marilyne Andersen is currently exhibiting two works at the Mudac, the Cantonal 

Museum of Design and Applied Arts in Lausanne. 

 

The Foundation Board extends its gratitude to Michael Møller 

Finally, the Foundation Board extends its gratitude to Mr. Michael Møller for the 10 years he devoted to the GESDA 

Foundation between 2015 and 2025. Former Under-Secretary-General of the United Nations, Mr Møller was, from 2013 

to 2019, during his tenure as Director-General of the United Nations Office at Geneva, a member of the Geneva Plus 

working group, tasked with proposing ways to strengthen International Geneva. The working group's final report led to 

the creation of GESDA by the Swiss and Geneva governments in collaboration with the City of Geneva. From 2019 until 

his departure at the end of March 2025, Mr. Møller played a key role in raising the profile of GESDA in diplomatic circles, 
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in Geneva and around the world, as the first Chair of the Diplomacy Forum and then as a member of the Foundation's 

Board of Directors. 

*  *  *  *  *  * 

 

For any questions, please contact:  

Peter Brabeck-Letmathe, Chairman of GESDA Foundation  

Phone: +41 21 924 24 71  

Marilyne Andersen, Director General of GESDA Foundation 

Phone: +41 76 398 38 97 / e-mail: marilyne.andersen@gesda.global    

Jean-Marc Crevoisier, Director of Communications  

Phone: +41 79 763 84 10 / e-mail: jean-marc.crevoisier@gesda.global  

 

About GESDA Foundation 

GESDA is a private foundation and a public-private partnership launched by the Swiss and Geneva Authorities in 2019. 

The statutes governing the Foundation give it the mission to “develop a tool of anticipation and action by promoting 

public-private partnerships on an international scale and developing projects that provide solutions to current and 

future technological challenges, turn them into opportunities and widen the circle of beneficiaries of scientific and 

technological progress”. 

 

About GESDA’s Board of Directors 

The GESDA Board of Directors relies on the following people from different thematic and geographical horizons: 

- Personalities with experience in the research sector, including Patrick Aebischer, Vice-Chairman of the GESDA 

Foundation, Urs Gasser, Michael Hengartner, Lindiwe Majele Sibanda and Eng Chye Tan. 

- Personalities with experience in the political and diplomatic world, with Micheline Calmy-Rey, Stéphane Decoutère, 

Alexandre Fasel (permanent guest), Enrico Letta and John-Arne Røttingen. 

- Personalities from the private sector, with Peter Brabeck-Letmathe, Chairman of the GESDA Foundation and Anton 

Rupert. 

- Personalities from the citizens, association and media worlds with Henrietta Fore and Magdalena Skipper. 

mailto:marilyne.andersen@gesda.global
mailto:jean-marc.crevoisier@gesda.global
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Marilyne Andersen – Curriculum Vitae  
Born on 27.09.1974 in Zurich. Swiss citizen (& Belgian). Married, 2 daughters (born in 2005 and 2006)  |  Profile URL  |  Google Scholar ID 

Marilyne Andersen has a background in physics (MSc 1998, PhD 2004) and is Full Professor of Sustainable Construction Technologies 
and Head of the Laboratory of Integrated Performance in Design (LIPID) at EPFL. She is a world leading expert in the field of daylighting 
in connection to neuroscience and psychophysics and has been conducting pioneering work at the interface between science, 
engineering and architecture for over 25 years. Her research activities focus on performance as a driver for design by addressing 
questions of human comfort, perception and health as well as their environmental implications, ultimately aiming towards their deeper 
integration in a design-for-sustainability process. She is leveraging this research in practice through OCULIGHT dynamics, a startup she 
co-founded, which offers specialized consulting services on daylight and its psycho-physiological effects on building occupants. She 
currently leads a major Swiss-wide research consortium on the energy transition with a focus on the future of living and working (8 years, 
with total project budget of 22.1 MCHF), involving 10 academic institutions and 30 partners from the public and private sectors. 

She was the Dean of the School of Architecture, Civil and Environmental Engineering at EPFL from 2013 to 2018, during which she 
launched several school-wide initiatives and programs pertaining to innovation, project-based learning and interdisciplinary cohesion. 
From 2018 to 2024, she was the Academic Director of the Smart Living Lab research center in Fribourg, Switzerland and is since 2018 
Director of the Student Kreativity and Innovation Laboratory (SKIL) at ENAC. Before joining EPFL as tenured Associate Professor in 2010 
(she became Full Professor in 2013), she was tenure-track professor in the Building Technology Program at the MIT School of 
Architecture and Planning, where she founded the MIT Daylighting Lab. She also spent two research stays at the Lawrence Berkeley 
National Laboratory in California and has been Visiting Professor at the Singapore University of Technology and Design in 2019.  

She is the author of more than 250 papers published in peer-reviewed journals and international conferences and the recipient of several 
grants and awards including the inaugural global Daylight Award for Research in 2016 and a number of publication distinctions. She was 
member of the Board of the Holcim Foundation for Sustainable Construction from 2015 to 2024 and expert to the Innovation Council of 
InnoSuisse from 2018 to 2024. She sits on the Boards of the ArtTech and Culture du Bâti Foundations, is member of the Editorial Board 
of the journals Buildings & Cities, Building & Environment and LEUKOS, and Founding Member of the Daylight Academy.  

Education 

2000 – 2004 PhD in Building Physics, Ecole Polytechnique Fédérale de Lausanne (EPFL), Switzerland 
 Thesis title: ‘Innovative Bidirectional Video-Goniophotometer for Advanced Fenestration Systems’ 
  2001-02: Swiss National Science Foundation Fellow, Lawrence Berkeley National Lab (LBNL) / UC Berkeley, USA  

1993 – 1998 MSc in Physics, Ecole Polytechnique Fédérale de Lausanne (EPFL), Switzerland 
  1995-96: Erasmus Fellow (exchange student) at Université Catholique de Louvain (UCL), Belgium  

Employment history 

2013 – now  Full Professor, School of Architecture, Civil and Environmental Engineering (ENAC), EPFL, Switzerland  
  2018-2024: Academic Director of Smart Living Lab, Fribourg, Switzerland   
  2019: Visiting Professor, Architecture and Sustainable Design, Singapore University of Technology and Design (SUTD) 

2018 – now  Co-Founder, Managing Director, OCULIGHT dynamics Sàrl, Switzerland | oculightdynamics.com 

2013 – 2018 Dean, School of Architecture, Civil and Environmental Engineering (ENAC), EPFL, Switzerland | overview EPFLnews 

2010 – 2013  Associate Professor, School of Architecture, Civil and Environmental Engineering (ENAC), EPFL, Switzerland 

2009 – 2010  Associate Professor tenure-track, Building Technology, MIT School of Architecture and Planning, USA 

2004 – 2009  Assistant Professor tenure-track, Building Technology, MIT School of Architecture and Planning, USA  
  2009: Visiting faculty, Lawrence Berkeley National Lab (LBNL) / UC Berkeley, USA 

1998 – 2004 Teaching and Research Assistant in Architecture, Ecole Polytechnique Fédérale de Lausanne (EPFL), Switzerland  
  2001-02: Visiting scholar, Building Technologies Department, Lawrence Berkeley National Lab (LBNL) / UC Berkeley, USA  

Leadership in institution-wide initiatives at EPFL (as Dean) 
ENAC school at the time: ~70 faculty members, ~800 academic, administrative and technical staff members, ~2’500 students, Budget ~60 MCHF  

2018 – now  Student Kreativity and Innovation Laboratory (SKIL) – launch and building of EPFL’s first makerspace (700 users 
from all EPFL schools during first year of operation) | skil.epfl.ch 

2017 – 2020 InnoSeed ENAC – implementation of first innovation support program for the ENAC school (3 times more startups 
and patent applications since start of program for granted funding totaling 0.6 MCHF) | innoseed-enac.epfl.ch 

2016 – 2021 Sponsored chair in Urban Ecology – partnership with private company to establish strategic research field at 
interface between environment and architecture, 4 MCHF raised budget | with la Mobilière 

2014 – 2024  Smart Living Lab, Fribourg – launch and establishment of new inter-institutional and interdisciplinary research 
center on the future of the built environment, 51 MCHF + 5 MCH/y raised budget | smartlivinglab.ch 

2014 – 2017  International competition U.S. Solar Decathlon 2017 – initiator and leader of Swiss team (winning entry: 8 podiums 
out of 10 contests of which 6 in first place), 250 students, 4 MCHF raised budget and four partner universities: 
EPFL, HEIA-FR, HEAD-Genève, UniFR | swiss-living-challenge.ch 

2013 – 2018 Affinity Map – development of a data-driven interactive visualization of research and teaching activities within and 
between ENAC laboratories and research groups | affinitymap.epfl.ch  

http://people.epfl.ch/marilyne.andersen
https://scholar.google.ch/citations?user=_WChcSIAAAAJ
http://oculightdynamics.com/
https://actu.epfl.ch/news/andersen-s-tenure-marked-by-cross-disciplinary-coh/
https://www.epfl.ch/labs/skil/
https://www.epfl.ch/schools/enac/innovation/innoseed/
https://www.mobiliere.ch/la-mobiliere/medias/communiques-de-presse/l-epfl-et-la-mobiliere-creent-une-chaire-d-ecologie-urbaine
https://www.smartlivinglab.ch/
https://archiveweb.epfl.ch/www.swiss-living-challenge.ch/
https://affinitymap.epfl.ch/
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Other institutional responsibilities at EPFL (as Chair / Director / Head – outside of Deanship) 

2022 – now  PI and Coordinator of Swiss Federal Office of Energy SWEET ‘Living & Working’ consortium | SWICE project 
2021 – 2024 Chair of Campus Committee for EPFL Fribourg Associate Campus | EPFL Fribourg 
2018 – 2024  Academic Director of Smart Living Lab, Fribourg | smartlivinglab.ch 
  Chair of SLL Scientific Commission, Co-chair of SLL Executive Committee  

2018 – now  Director of Student Kreativity and Innovation Laboratory (SKIL), EPFL | skil.epfl.ch 

2013 – now Co-chair of interdisciplinary Minor in Integrated Design, Architecture and Sustainability (IDEAS), EPFL | ideas.epfl.ch   

2010 – now  Head of Laboratory of Integrated Performance in Design (LIPID), EPFL | lipid.epfl.ch 

Board memberships 

2024 The Line Advisory Committee, NEOM, Saudi Arabia  

2023 – now Strategic Advisory Board of Innergia SA  

2022 – now Board of the ArtTech Foundation – Vice-Chair in 2022-2023, Chair a.i. since 2023 

2022 – now Scientific Board of the EPFL+ECAL Lab (design research and innovation centre) 

2019 – now Editorial Board of the Buildings & Cities journal (Taylor & Francis) 

2016 – now Board of the Fondation Culture du Bâti CUB – Vice-Chair since 2022  

2015 – 2024 Board of the Holcim Foundation for Sustainable Construction 

2013 – now Editorial Board of the LEUKOS journal (Illuminating Engineering Society) – on Advisory Board since 2023 

2012 – now Editorial Advisory Board of the Building and Environment journal (Elsevier) 

Recent competitive funding (selection) 

2022 – 2029  Swiss Federal Office of Energy, SWEET 01-2021 ‘Living & Working’ – SWICE consortium, CHF 9’951'000 as PI 
  consortium including 3 federal institutes (EPFL (Host), ETH Zurich, EMPA), 3 cantonal universities (of Geneva, Fribourg and 

Lausanne), 4 universities of Applied Sciences (HEIA-FR, ZHAW, HSLU, SUPSI) and 30 industry and public partners  

2022 – 2023  VELUX Stiftung grant, project Nr. 1765, CHF 300'000 as PI 

2022 – 2023  Swiss NSF-AGORA, Division InterCo (science communication), grant CRAGP3_208347 / 1, CHF 199'720 as PI 

2021 – 2025  Swiss NSF, Division 2, Engineering Sciences – grant 200021_197178, CHF 839'086 as PI 

2021 – 2022  EPFL-Wyss Center grant for startup projects, CHF 100’000 as PI 

2020 – 2024  H2020-MSCA-ITN-2019 EU project 860613, € 562’553 [EPFL part] as co-PI 
  consortium including TU Eindhoven (PI, The Netherlands), University of Manchester and University of Sheffield (UK), 

University of Liège (Belgium), TU Berlin (Germany), University of Basel and EPFL (Switzerland) and industry partners  

2020 – 2021  InnoSuisse IP-ICT – ‘Spectrace’ project 40598.1 (eHealth category), CHF 349'866 as PI 

Awards and distinctions (selection)  

Professional distinctions  

2025 Swiss Who’s Who Women Awards 2025 – amongst the six nominees for the year 2025  

2019 Professional Lighting Design Recognition Award 2019 – LIPID group shortlisted in category “Award for Education” 

2018 Le Prix Start-Up Durable 2018, Le Temps – OCULIGHT dynamics distinguished amongst three finalist startups  

2017 Leader and Faculty advisor of winning team at U.S. Solar Decathlon 2017 with NeighborHub solar house  

2016 Inaugural laureate of international Daylight Award for Research 2016 by Velux Villum Foundations  

  granted to individual who distinguished him/herself as outstanding contributor to internationally recognized daylight research  

2009 3M Non-Tenured Faculty Grant – awarded by 3M to recognize outstanding new faculty 

2008 Mitsui Career Development Professorship – granted by MIT to recognize research and teaching accomplishments  

Media distinctions  

2019 “100 Femmes et des milliers d’autres” – one of 100 influential women selected & part of 20 video-featured personalities 

2014 “Les 50 plus influents de Suisse”, BILAN (25.06.2014) – one of the 25 cited emerging figures in the Swiss economy  

2011 “Forum des 100”, l’Hebdo (12.05.2011) – one of 100 Swiss outstanding personalities for the year 2011 

2011 “Les 20 Suisses qui font l’innovation”, BILAN (02.02.2011) – one of 20 Swiss innovators  

2007 “Ces femmes qui font l’économie romande”, BILAN (06.06.2007) – one of 30 outstanding women  

Scientific paper awards  

2023 JBPS Best Paper Prize 2022-2023 – bestowed by editors-in-chief of the Journal of Building Performance Simulation  

2019 Leon Gaster Award 2019 – granted by the Society of Light and Lighting (CIBSE) for co-authored paper in LRT  

2018 – 2021 4 best conference paper distinctions (ANFA 2018, SBE 2019, SimAUD 2021, CIE 2021) 

2018 2 journal paper distinctions (Building and Environment 2018, Finalist Paper for 2018 Human Factors Prize) 

2011 – 2012 3 best conference paper awards (PLEA 2011, BSO 2012, SimAUD 2012) 

2009 IES Taylor Technical Talent Award 2009 – granted by IES to recognize superior application papers  

2005 EPFL Chorafas Prize 2005 – granted to PhD to recognize high level sustainability research 

https://www.bfe.admin.ch/bfe/en/home/research-and-cleantech/funding-program-sweet/calls-for-proposals-overview/sweet-living-and-working.html
https://sweet-swice.ch/
https://www.epfl.ch/about/campus/fribourg/
https://www.smartlivinglab.ch/
https://www.epfl.ch/labs/skil/
https://www.epfl.ch/schools/enac/education/interdisciplinary-teaching/ideas/
https://www.epfl.ch/labs/lipid/
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Invited presentations (selection)  

2025 Invited speaker at Building Energy Efficiency & Indoor Environmental Quality in AI Era workshop, PolyU, Hong Kong 

2025 Featured speaker at ‘The Power of Light’ event, Design Innovation Institute Shanghai, China 

2024 Keynote speaker at IEEE Sustainable Smart Lighting Conference, Eindhoven University of Technology, NL 

2023 Invited speaker for MIT Architecture Distinguished Lecture, Cambridge, USA  

2023 Invited speaker at Northwestern University, Feinberg School of Medicine & Architectural Engineering, Chicago, USA 

2023 Featured speaker for Daylight Expert Workshop, European Parliament, Brussels, Belgium 

2023 Featured speaker and panelist at The Daylight Award Ideation Workshop, Copenhagen, Denmark 

2023 Invited speaker for Metropolis Initiative Seminar Series, Princeton University, USA 

2023 Invited speaker at Center for Healthy Indoor Environments (CHIE), Lund University, Sweden 

2022 TEDx IHEID talk at the Geneva Graduate Institute: ‘The Dawn of A New Era’, IHEID Geneva, Switzerland 

2021 Invited panelist for Meetings on Architecture – Dimensions of sustainability, 17th Venice Architecture Biennale, Italy  

2021 Invited lecture at the Seoul National University for the Fall 2021 Public Lecture series, South Korea (online) 

2021 Invited lecture at Harvard Center for Green Buildings and Cities (CGBC) Lecture Series, Harvard GSD, USA (online) 

2020 Keynote speaker at the 12th Annual Symposium of Architectural Research 2020, University of Oulu, Finland (online) 

2020 Featured speaker for Luncheon Talk at Parliament Session, Bern, Switzerland 

2019 Invited lecture at Kyoto Design Lab, Kyoto Institute of Technology in Kyoto, Japan 

2019 Keynote speaker at the 2019 SinBerBEST Annual Symposium (Singapore-Berkeley), Singapore 

2019 Invited lecture at Disney Research - ETH, Zurich, Switzerland 

2018 Keynote speaker at SimAUD 2018 Symposium on Simulation for Architecture & Urban Design, Delft, NL  

2017 Invited speaker at Material Light :: Light Material Symposium, Yale University, USA 

2016 Keynote speaker at European Space Agency (ESA) Closed Habitats Forum, Lausanne, Switzerland 

2013 Invited speaker at the London Design Festival – The Photon Project conference, London, UK 

2009 Keynote speaker at the International Congress of Architecture ‘Luz & Diseño’ (Light and Design), Zacatecas, Mexico 

Outreach and innovation (selection) 

Conference organization 

2023, (2025) Chair of CISBAT 2023, hybrid International scientific conference on The Built Environment in Transition 
  13-15 September 2023, 3-5 September 2025 (Swiss Tech Convention Center, EPFL), Lausanne & Fribourg, Switzerland 
  MIT and University of Cambridge as scientific partners – EPFL and Smart Living Lab as organizers – SFOE as sponsor  

2023, 2024, (2025) Chair of SWICE Annual Conference 
  22-23 June 2023 (Suurstoffi, Risch-Rotkreuz), 5-6 June 2024 (EPFL campus, Lausanne), 3-4 June 2025 (Winterthur)   

2023 Co-chair of Lighten Up! symposium: Encounters between Art and Chronobiology, 24 March 2023 (Foyer SG, EPFL) 
  complemented by La Lumière & Nous day of encounters for the public (3 June 2023, EPFL) 

2021 Chair of Symposium Lumière du Jour conference, 7 October 2021 (Forum of Rolex Learning Center, EPFL) 
  organised in partnership with SLG (Schweizer Light Gesellschaft), espazium and VELUX Switzerland SA   

Artistic exhibitions  

2025 Artist/Scientist for Daylightful Trilogy at EPFL Archizoom for ‘Sun Shines on Architecture’ (21.03 – 21.06.2025) 

2025 Contributing scientist for Droit au Jour (“Right to the Day”), Solar Biennale, mudac, Lausanne (21.03 – 21.09.2025) 

2025-2026 Main artist of Circa Diem 2.0 installation (Ø 535 cm x (h) 340 cm) 
  to be exhibited at Solar Biennale, mudac (21.03 – 21.09.2025) and at MIT Museum, USA (15.10.2025 – 15.08.2026)  

2023-2026 Co-curator of Lighten Up! On Biology and Time exhibition  
 inaugurated at EPFL Pavilions (23.03 – 30.07.2023)  
 adaptated for: Gewerbemuseum Winterthur (22.11.2024 – 11.05.2025) and MIT Museum, USA (15.10.2025 – 15.08.2026)  

2021, 2023 Main artist of Circa Diem installation (Ø 400 cm x (h) 575 cm) 
 exhibited at Seoul Biennale for Architecture and Urbanism SBAU 2021, Seoul, South Korea (16.09 – 31.10.2021) and at 

Lighten Up! On Biology and Time, EPFL Pavilions (23.03 – 30.07.2023)  

2010 Curator of Delight in Greener Daylight – A Class Perspective on Façade Renovation exhibition 
 Wolk Gallery, MIT Museum (27.04 – 30.07.2010), Cambridge, USA – sponsored by swissnex Boston and MIT  

Knowledge transfer  

2019 SPECTRACE | Principal Investigator  

 Novel spectral wearable technology development supported by InnoSeed grant (2019-2020), Innosuisse ICT grant in eHealth 
category (2020-2022), EPFL-Wyss Center startup grant (2021-2022). Provisional EP Patent Application Nr 20210657.1 filed 
through EPFL in 2020 (PhD advisee as inventor).   

2018 OCULIGHT dynamics Sàrl | Co-founder and co-inventor with S. Rockcastle and M.L. Amundadottir 

 Company incorporated in March 2018. Software license agreement signed in June 2018 between OCULIGHT dynamics and 
EPFL for OCUSIM workflow and OCUVIS web-based visualizer.  

2013 US Patent No US20130321923A1 – A Passive Louver-Based Daylighting System | PI and co-inventor with K. Thuot 

 Filed with the United States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO). Prototype installed on all floors of Hulic HQ office building 
in Tokyo, Japan. Building received Best Environmental Award 2016 (National Award).  



 

Magdalena Skipper, PhD 
Editor in Chief, Nature 
Chef Editorial Advisor, Nature Portfolio 
 
Springer Nature Campus, 4 Crinan street, London, N1 9XW, UK 
m.skipper@nature.com 

Skills Summary 

Internationally recognised leader, speaker, editor, innovator and strategist, with more than two 
decades of wide-ranging experience in research publishing, research environments at the 
academia/pharma interface as well as academia. Highly skilled scientific editor, public speaker 
and writer; innovator of online publishing solutions; effective negotiator; experienced mentor 
and leader of global teams and manager of projects; enthusiastic and driven professional with 
strong interpersonal skills, and an in-depth knowledge of research trends and the community 
needs. 

Degrees 

D.Phil. Honoris Causa, University of Nottingham, UK 

Ph.D., Corpus Christi College, University of Cambridge and MRC LMB, UK 

B.Sc. Hons (First Class) Genetics, University of Nottingham, UK 

Experience 

June 2018 – the present Editor in Chief, Nature; Chief Editorial Adviser, Nature Portfolio 
Strategic role responsible for the reputation and content of Nature, the flagship journal of Springer Nature, and an 
advisory editorial role for all other journals & services in the Nature Portfolio 

August 2017 – June 2018 Editor in Chief, Nature Communications, Springer Nature 
Strategic role responsible for the reputation and content of the flagship Open Access Nature Portfolio title, the largest 
STM journal in terms of skilled professional editorial staff; champion of transparent and open science, and its publishing 

Sept 2016 – August 2017  Director of Scientific Communications & Publishing, Altius Institute 
for Biomedical Sciences, Seattle, USA 
Mentorship and advisory role with key responsibilities for the creation and implementation of external science 
communication strategy and innovation in the dissemination of Altius Institute’s research output; member of the senior 
leadership team, contributing to the overall vision of the Institute. 

June 2015 – Sept 2016  Executive Editor, Nature Partner Journals, Springer Nature 
Strategic responsibility for journal portfolio planning across the breadth of natural and applied sciences, establishment 
of in-house editorial teams to optimise and implement Nature Portfolio editorial policies; mentorship and support the 
Editorial Boards 

June 2008 – June 2015 Senior Editor, Team Leader, Nature, NPG, London, UK  
Sole responsibility for solicitation/evaluation, peer review and publication of manuscripts in human genetics and 
genomics, and biotechnology – some of the most prominent and most highly cited content at nature; driver of journal 
strategy in genetics and genomics and the public face of nature within the genomics and genetics communities 
 
January - June 2008   Associate Publisher, Nature Life Sciences, NPG, London, UK 
Development and implementation of overall strategic objectives for the newly created division, with responsibilities for 
editorial budget monitoring, as well as coordination and implementation of special projects 
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Nov 2002 - January 2008  Chief Editor, Nature Reviews Genetics, NPG, London, UK 
Direct responsibility for the editorial direction of the journal, its policies and content, as well as journal and NPG 
representation at international conferences; direct management of journal editorial staff, budgets and addition revenue 
from sponsorship 
 
March 2001 - Nov 2002  Associate Editor, Nature Reviews Genetics, NPG, London, UK 
Commissioning editorial role with additional responsibility for science writing and manuscript editing, design and co-
ordination of the magazine layout, as well as representation of the journal and NPG at international conferences 

 
Jan 1999 - March 2001  Post-doctoral fellow, ICRF, London, UK 

 
Sept - Dec 1998   Research Associate, Department of Genetics, University of 
Cambridge, UK, Wellcome/CRC Institute 
 

Professional contributions 

• Founding Fellow of the International Science Council 
• Member of the US NAS Strategic Council for Excellence, Integrity and Trust in Research 
• Member of the Scientific Advisory Board for the Blavatnik Awards for Young Scientists 
• Member of Advisory Board of the Centre for Personalized Medicine, University of Oxford, 

UK 
• Member of the GESDA Board of Directors 
• Co-founder of the Nature Awards for Inspiring Women in Science 
• Chair of the judging panel on Nature Awards for Inspiring Women in Science, Nature 

Awards for Mentoring in Science, Sony Award for Women in Technology with Nature, 
Nature Awards for Inclusive Health Research and Nature Awards for Standing up for 
Science 
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	She was the Dean of the School of Architecture, Civil and Environmental Engineering at EPFL from 2013 to 2018, during which she launched several school-wide initiatives and programs pertaining to innovation, project-based learning and interdisciplinar...
	She is the author of more than 250 papers published in peer-reviewed journals and international conferences and the recipient of several grants and awards including the inaugural global Daylight Award for Research in 2016 and a number of publication d...
	Education
	Employment history
	Leadership in institution-wide initiatives at EPFL (as Dean)
	Other institutional responsibilities at EPFL (as Chair / Director / Head – outside of Deanship)
	Board memberships
	Recent competitive funding (selection)
	Awards and distinctions (selection)
	Invited presentations (selection)
	Outreach and innovation (selection)


	Magdalena Skipper CV April 2025

